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1.  Genesis and Establishment 

The Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE) at Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj 
University (CSJMU), Kanpur, was established with a vision to provide inclusive, flexible, and 
high-quality higher education to learners who cannot attend regular classes due to geographical, 
professional, or personal constraints. Under the dynamic leadership of Hon’ble Chancellor Smt. 
Anandiben Patel and Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, the Dronacharya 
Centre for Online & Distance Education (D-CODE) was created as the operational arm of CDOE. 
 

“Through CDOE, we are committed to providing high-quality education that meets the highest global 
standards. Our CDOE programme is committed to meeting diverse learner needs.”  — Dr. S.K. 
Dwivedi, Director, D-CODE 

 
D-CODE is fully recognised by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the 

Distance Education Bureau (DEB) to offer both Open and Distance Learning (ODL) and Online 
(OL) programmes. A landmark milestone was achieved on 14 May 2026, when D-CODE signed 
a historic MoU with the Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centre, Fatehgarh — making CSJMU 
the first public university in Uttar Pradesh to enter into such a collaboration with the Indian 
Army. 

Figure 1: Formal Details of the D-CODE 
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2.  Courses Offered (ODL & Online Mode) 

D-CODE currently offers a wide range of UGC-DEB approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes in both ODL and Online modes. Short-term skill-based certification 
programmes are also available to support upskilling and employability. 
 

2.1 Open and Distance Learning (ODL) Programmes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 Online (OL) Programmes 
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2.3   Skill-Based Certification Programmes (45 Days – 6 Months) – Proposed (2026-27) 

• Computer & IT Fundamentals 
• Artificial Intelligence (AI) – Foundation Course 
• Web Development (Front-end & Back-end) 
• Drone / UAS Awareness & Operations 
• MS Office & Digital Literacy 
• Cybersecurity Awareness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Course-wise Admission Status 

As of 15 May 2026, a total of 657 learners have been enrolled across various ODL 
programmes (including 595 from the Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centre in the BA 
programme alone). The majority of enrolments are in the BA programme, reflecting strong 
demand for foundational arts and humanities education among Army personnel and their 
dependents. Overall, D-CODE now serves over 1,057 active learners across all its programmes 
and centres. 
 

Sl. No. Programme Mode 
July 2025 

Cycle 
Jan 2026 Cycle 

1 Bachelor of Arts (BA) ODL 100 595 

2 
Bachelor of Business 

Administration (BBA) 
ODL 20 5 
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Sl. No. Programme Mode 
July 2025 

Cycle 
Jan 2026 Cycle 

3 
Bachelor of Commerce 

(B.Com) 
ODL 5 9 

4 
Bachelor of Computer 

Applications (BCA) 
ODL 15 9 

5 Master of Arts – Economics ODL 4 2 

6 Master of Arts – Education ODL 11 1 

7 Master of Arts – English ODL 12 3 

8 Master of Arts – Hindi ODL 10 2 

9 Master of Arts – Philosophy ODL 5 2 

10 
Master of Arts – Political 

Science 
ODL 15 6 

MA Sub-total (all subjects) ODL 57 16 

11 
Master of Business 

Administration (MBA) 
ODL 52 15 

12 Master of Commerce (M.Com) ODL 3 0 

13 Master of Commerce (M.Com) Online 0 0 

14 
Master of Computer 
Applications (MCA) 

ODL 50 8 

Grand Total 302 657 

 
Note: Grand Total includes all ODL and Online enrolments across both admission cycles. The 
Jan 2026 cycle shows a remarkable 117.5% growth over the July 2025 cycle (302 → 657 students). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Programme-wise enrolment – Jan 2026 Cycle  
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Figure 3: Proportional share of enrolments by programme  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Overall learner strength at a glance  
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4.  Events and Activities 

During the reporting period, D-CODE conducted several high-impact events and 
promotional campaigns to raise awareness and facilitate enrolment, with a particular focus on 
defence personnel. The historic MoU signing ceremony received wide media coverage, 
including in Dainik Bhaskar. The subsequent enrolment drive at the Sikh LI Centre resulted in 
657 enrolments across the Jan 2026 cycle. An orientation programme for new learners is planned 
for June 2026. 
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5.  Future Prospects and Collaborations 

Looking ahead, D-CODE aims to expand its reach through strategic collaborations with 
national sports bodies, public sector undertakings, and corporate partners. Discussions are 
currently at various stages with the following organisations: 
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6.  Additional Highlights 
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7.  Admission Growth Analysis 

The enrolment data across two admission cycles reveals a dramatic growth trajectory for 
D-CODE. Total admissions grew from 302 in the July 2025 cycle to 657 in the January 2026 cycle 
— a growth of 117.5% in a single cycle. The BA programme alone recorded a near six-fold 
increase (100 → 595 students). The exponential growth model fitted to this data projects 
continued strong growth, with enrolments potentially crossing 1,400 by the July 2026 cycle and 
3,000+ by January 2027, subject to outreach and capacity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: Cycle-wise admission comparison – July 2025 vs January 2026 
 

 
Figure 6: Exponential growth trend – D-CODE enrolment (Actual & Projected) 

Note: Projections are based on an exponential growth model (y = 302 × e^{0.777x}) fitted to two data points. Actual 
growth may vary depending on outreach intensity, new MoUs, and programme additions. 
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8. Future Roadmap 2030 

“Shaping the Future of Flexible and Inclusive Higher Education” 

Dronacharya Centre for Online & Distance Education (D-CODE), CSJMU, Kanpur, 

envisions a dynamic roadmap towards 2030, focused on expanding educational access, 

embracing innovation, and empowering learners through technology-enabled education. 

Expansion Strategy: D-CODE aims to strengthen its network of Learner Support Centres and 

establish collaborations with defence establishments, government organizations, public sector 

undertakings, and educational institutions across the country. The focus will remain on reaching 

diverse learner groups through flexible and accessible higher education. 

 

New Programmes: To address emerging industry requirements, D-CODE plans to introduce 

programmes in Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, Drone Technology, Cyber Security, 

Robotics, Digital Skills, and other employment-oriented domains that enhance professional 

competence and lifelong learning. 

 

Digital Transformation: The Centre will continue to strengthen its digital ecosystem through 

advanced Learning Management Systems (LMS), AI-enabled learner support, digital content 

development, and secure online examination systems, ensuring a seamless learning experience. 

 

National Outreach Plan: Building upon successful initiatives such as the collaboration with the 

Sikh Light Infantry Regimental Centre, D-CODE seeks to expand partnerships with 

organizations including SAI, HAL, ALIMCO, CAPFs, Police Forces, and other institutions to 

promote educational inclusion and skill development. 

 

International Vision: D-CODE aspires to establish international academic collaborations, 

promote global learning opportunities, and offer programmes aligned with international 

standards, preparing learners for a globally connected future. 

Looking Ahead 

With a commitment to excellence, innovation, and inclusivity, D-CODE aims to become a 

leading centre for distance and online education, transforming lives through accessible, flexible, 

and future-ready learning opportunities. 

"Transforming Education Beyond Boundaries, Empowering Learners for the Future." 
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9.   Photo Gallery: A Year of Achievement  

9.1 A Milestone Alliance: Historic MoU Signing Ceremony Between CSJMU & 
Indian Army  

 

Marking a paradigm shift in 
institutional outreach, the formal 
execution of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between 
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj 
University (CSJMU) and the Sikh 
Light Infantry Regimental Centre 
represents a landmark alliance 
between academia and national 
defense. Grounded in a mutual 
commitment to societal 
enrichment, this historic 
agreement provides structured, 

flexible, and fully accredited higher education pathways to serving personnel, Agniveers, 
and their dependents. By addressing the unique geographical and professional 
constraints of our armed forces, the partnership successfully transitions the traditional 
classroom into an agile, open-access digital learning ecosystem. The collaboration 
between Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University (CSJMU) and the Sikh Light Infantry 
Regimental Centre is engineered to bridge the gap between rigorous military life and 
structured higher education. Operating under the university’s specialized Center for 
Distance and Online Education (CDOE) via the D-CODE initiative, this framework 
actively dismantles the traditional barriers of rigid schedules and geographic 
displacement. By deploying an advanced Learning Management System (LMS) alongside 
decentralised support hubs, the partnership ensures that high-quality, UGC-DEB-
accredited education is delivered directly to the barracks, ensuring that tactical duties 
and intellectual growth proceed in perfect tandem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. 

Vinay Kumar Pathak and 

Brigadier Manish Kumar Jain, 

Commander, Sikh LI 

Regimental Center, Fatehgarh, 

along with university officials 

during the historic MoU signing 

ceremony establishing the 

educational partnership. 
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9.2 Sowing the Seeds of Alliance: The Inaugural Outreach and Presentation at 
Fatehgarh 

The foundational meeting—D-CODE Director Dr. Saroj Kumar Dwivedi and 
Deputy Director Dr. Vimal Singh interacting with senior military officers during 
their maiden visit to the Sikh LI Regimental Centre. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"In recognition of his structural leadership and efforts to create a dedicated 
higher education avenue for the armed forces, Dr. S. K. Dwivedi, Director of D-
CODE, and Dr. Vimal Singh was formally honored with a prestigious regimental 
memento by Brigadier Maneesh Kumar Jain. The token of appreciation was 
presented during the inaugural briefing session, celebrating his comprehensive 
orientation presentation that mapped out flexible academic streams for active-
duty personnel. This moment represents the building of strong institutional trust 
and mutual respect between CSJMU’s administrative core and the national 
defense ecosystem." 
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Dr. Vimal Singh addressing the gathering, focusing on career upskilling, 
post-service transition strategies, and the landmark fee structures. 

 
"During his address to the gathered army ranks and staff officers, Dr. Vimal 

Singh emphasized the practical, long-term impact of academic progression on a 
soldier's career. He mapped out a distinct roadmap showing how continuous 
upskilling acts as a career transition channel, securing alternative employment 
avenues for Agniveers and active personnel. His talk focused heavily on aligning 
personal growth with future industry and corporate demands." 
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10. D-CODE in News  
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